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INHURED International-HimRights
SECTION I- COST OF CONFLICT
I.  Unveiling the Problem 
Over the course of the last few decades, Asian countries have witnessed an alarming trend in which children are increasingly targeted for abuses, rather than merely being accidental victims of the carnage. They are killed and tortured because of where they live, or because of the politics, religion or ethnic origin of their family. They are singled out for sexual abuse. Untold thousands of children have been disabled, orphaned or separated from their parents in the conflicts. Thousands have been left homeless or forced to flee, with or without their families, in search of safety. A much more deliberate effort must be made to demobilize both adult and child soldiers and rebuild communities so as to offer not just respite, but also reconciliation. A number of factors have led to a steady increase in the use of children as soldiers around the region. Technological developments and the proliferation of weapons, especially small arms, have made semi-automatic rifles light enough and simple enough to be used, stripped and reassembled by a 10-year-old child. A single pull of the trigger is enough to release a steady stream of bullets. These weapons are not expensive—in some countries an AK-47 may be bought for as little as the price of a chicken! (www.un.org/special-rep/children-armed-conflict)

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) reaffirms the special obligation of the state to respect the rights of children in times of conflict. All conflict parties -- government and opposition alike -- are also bound by the principles of international humanitarian law.  These principles provide safeguards for the life and security of children by limiting the methods and means of warfare. Children are the hardest-hit by wars and violent conflicts.  The major challenge before us is to demystify the full picture and impact of armed conflict on children and to keep children at the heart of the human rights agenda when taking measures towards conflict transformation. (Article 38:Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989)
The longer conflicts continue the more likely children are to be ‘recruited’. The shortage of adults leads to an ever-more desperate search for fresh recruits to fill the ranks. When they are not specifically sought out—for example, because they are perceived to make obedient soldiers—recruitment of underage soldiers may occur because official procedures are not followed, or because children often have no identity papers showing how old (or rather, how young) they are. Some children volunteer to join up; perhaps they do so in order to survive, in order to prove their manhood, after succumbing to peer pressure, as a result of a culture of violence, or because they are driven by a desire to avenge atrocities committed against their family or community. This is, however, a broad interpretation of the term ‘volunteer’, as brutal circumstance leaves little room for genuine choice. Children are also deeply affected by the trauma of witnessing brutal deaths and by being surrounded by violence, fear and hardship. Some have even become perpetrators of violence. Facing such conditions during a formative stage leaves permanent scars on the personality of a child that last a lifetime. (Impact of Armed Conflict on Children-2000 by Graça Machel: UN Secretary-General's Expert  on Children on Armed Conflict) 

II. Caught in the Crossfire
In conflict situations, children are often the innocent victims of deliberate attacks on the civilian population, which are increasingly used as a tactic of war. They are also killed in indiscriminate or disproportionate attacks by government forces and armed opposition groups. Armed forces on both sides fail to take sufficient care when identifying targets and distinguishing between civilians and combatants.
Children are at risk of dying as an indirect result of armed conflict in other countless accounts. Disruption to food supplies, health services, water systems and sanitation are just some of the causes of premature and unnecessary deaths, particularly for those under five years of age. Many, who have been forced to flee from their homes in fear for their lives, end up internally displaced or in refugee camps. Instead of finding the safety and support they need and deserve, refugee and displaced children often face danger, starvation and death in these camps. Children’s education is often disrupted in conflict, as schools are closed or destroyed and teachers forced to flee. (Children and War: Anti-war Agenda: A UNICEF Vision: 2000)
Afghanistan

Some 72 per cent of children in Afghanistan had experienced the death of a relative between 1992 and 2001. Two-thirds of them had seen dead bodies or parts of bodies, and nearly half had seen people killed during rocket and artillery attacks. A disturbing 90 per cent believed they would die during the conflict. The trauma experienced by Kabul children was chronic and the psychological impact will be long-lasting. Most suffer from nightmares, anxiety and concentration problems, which also affected their appetite and their ability to play. Almost all of the children interviewed felt sometimes or often that life was not worth living. Many stories about the plight of Afghani children were unearthed during the US-led coalition that invaded Afghanistan in 2001. Earlier, the Taliban not only banned girls from going to school in areas they controlled, but also closed schools for boys in most areas. Even before the Taliban’s arrival in Kabul, much of the educational system had collapsed. Schools had been destroyed and their contents looted since April 1992, when President Najibullah was ousted and Mujahideen groups took control of Kabul. Teachers fled abroad to escape the fighting and those who stayed were not paid. (web.amnesty.org/ library/Index/ENGASA310252000?open&of=ENG-364 )

Also in Afghanistan, approximately 70 civilians, including children -- all reportedly members of the Hazara minority -- were deliberately and arbitrarily killed by armed guards of a warring faction in Qezelabad village, near Mazar-e Sharif. The massacre was carried out by Taliban guards retreating from positions they had captured in the area. Among the victims was a boy of about eight who was reportedly killed and decapitated. Other reports stated that victims had their eyes gouged out with bayonets. Two boys of about 12 were reportedly held by the guards and had their arms and hands broken with stones. 
Bangladesh 

Children are sometimes killed deliberately by security forces and armed opposition groups, often in retribution or to provoke outrage in each other’s communities. In the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh, over 100 tribal people were reportedly killed in Logang in the early nineties, apparently in reprisal for the killing of a Bengali boy by Shanti Bahini fighters. Paramilitary security forces reportedly set fire to the village and shot dead those attempting to escape. Survivors of the killings, including a 17-year-old witness, reported that they had seen mothers shot dead while feeding their children and children being thrown alive into the flames.

Nepal

Thousands of children are slowly being caught up in the ongoing conflict in Nepal. They are not merely bystanders, but definite targets. The use of children for military purposes has escalated since November 2001 in response to an upsurge in attacks on government targets by Maoist guerillas. (Press communiqué of the Central Military Commission, C.P.N. (Maoist), The Worker, No. 4, Publications Department Central Committee Communist Party of Nepal, 5/98. See http://www.maoism.org). Some are falling victims to a general onslaught against civilians; others suffer the effects of violence and the hunger or disease that ensue during protracted conflicts. Children separated from their families and children with disrupted family backgrounds (e.g. orphans, unaccompanied children, children from single-parent families, or from families headed by children); economically and socially deprived children (unemployed, poor, rural, and those without access to education, vocational training, or a reasonable standard of living); children from other marginalized groups (e.g. certain minorities, and the internally displaced) and children from the conflict areas themselves are the primary victims of the conflict. Nepal is a state party to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, but its compliance with the Common Article 3 of the Conventions seems to be a distant reality. Frequent strikes, targeting education institutions in Nepal, have paralyzed the education system. Hundreds of thousands of students' education has been jeopardized as many schools have been closed down. Even where schools are running, the teachers have fled or their students have stopped going to school. 

Approximately 11,000 people have died in the course of the Maoist-led conflict and at least 4,000 children have been orphaned and are living marginal lives (CWIN Data File-2003). Some people have to hide their identities after giving shelter to orphans of the conflict. Others are rather reluctant to provide support. Increasing numbers of children seriously injured by landmines, bomb-blasts and gunshots has lead to a rise in the number of physically disable children. Children injured in these blasts and cross-fires have trouble getting adequate medical attention. Lack of proper medical treatment has left many of them permanently handicapped. In addition, many children have died in bomb blasts carried out in public places, as well as by stray bomb explosions. There have been several cases in which children have picked up stray bombs, left by the rebels, and been killed in the resulting blasts. Many children also die as a result of untimely or improper treatment. 
Children who learn about violence through media have developed strange and difficult behaviors during the ongoing conflict. When asked about their future, their spontaneous answers are often that they either want to join the security forces and kill all of the Maoists or that they want to become a Maoist so that they can take revenge. Even fights between siblings have turned violent and children's conversations often involve abusive language. The games children play have become much more violent, assisted by fake guns or bombs. Urban children have suffered psychologically and often get hysteric while watching horrific scenes on TV. An increasing number of children are being motivated by the Maoist rebels and are romanticizing the war. Children have committed suicide when their parents stopped them from joining the rebel insurgency. (CWIN Data File and www.cwin-nepal.org/resources/issues/cic)
Pakistan

Following a year of political strife in Karachi, Pakistan in 1995, during which approximately 2,500 people were killed, children formed armed gangs and terrorized whole neighborhoods while extorting money from frightened residents. Many of the gangs, mostly boys between ages 10 and 12, were reportedly led by teenage “militants” who had joined armed opposition groups after seeing their fathers or elder brothers abducted or killed. After months of being made to stay indoors by nervous parents, deprived of school, play and a carefree childhood,  symptoms of anti-social personality disorders are a common phenomenon. Children are often targeted simply because of the political, religious or ethnic origin of their family. 
Sri Lanka

Children belonging to the Sinhalese and Muslim communities in Sri Lanka have been deliberately killed by the LTTE. Children have been among civilians killed during attacks attributed to the LTTE in Colombo and other parts of the predominantly Sinhalese south (www.amnesty.org).
Amirthalingam Surenthran, a 13-year-old student and his 17-year-old brother, Amirthalingam Jagendram, were among eight civilians deliberately shot at close range by police and home guards at Tampalakamam on 1 February 1998. They had attended a house-warming party the previous evening in a house near the police post at Pokkuruni, a hamlet of Tampalakamam, Trincomalee district, and had decided to stay the night. At about 6.30am, around 20 police and home guards who appeared drunk dragged them out of the house and reportedly took them inside the police post and shot them. Three members of the LTTE drove a truck loaded with explosives through roadblocks and detonated it in front of the Temple of the Tooth at Kandy just after 6am on 25 January 1998. The 13 civilians killed were reportedly all pilgrims. Among them were five members of a family from Embilipitiya, Ratnapura district, including two children, one aged two, the other seven. (web.amnesty.org/ library/Index/ENGASA310252000?open&of=ENG-364) 

India

Children in Jammu and Kashmir, India, have also shown signs of psychological damage caused by armed conflict. Children who have witnessed human rights abuses, who have had their education disrupted and lives distorted by a climate of violence, are ill-equipped for normal life. A recent study on the situation of children in Jammu and Kashmir carried out by Muzamil Jaleel, a former journalist, concluded: “Kashmir children are socialized to violence and if this socialization towards violence continues unabated, there will be a revival of large-scale militancy after a decade... For the Kashmiri child, A stands for arms, B stands for bullet, C stands for curfew”. On 16 February 1996, a 15-year-old student, Kanjugam Ojit Singh, was arrested by members of the 57 Mountain Division of the armed forces in Manipur on suspicion of having links with an armed opposition group. He was handed over to police on 19 February. Police kept him in detention and denied access to his relatives who attempted to visit him. Late in the evening, on 19 February, Kanjugam Ojit Singh was taken to hospital where he died the next day. An inquest found several injuries on his body and concluded that death was caused by "contusion and oedema of lungs associated with multiple bruises resulting from blunt force injuries on the body -- homicidal in nature" (www.amnesty.org).
III. Missing Minors 

In situations of armed conflict, juveniles are sometimes picked up without any charge, merely on the assumption that they participate in, or sympathize with, armed opposition groups. It is frightening for anyone to be held in unacknowledged detention, to be cut off from the outside world, from the support of family members and the advice of a lawyer, at the mercy of the detaining authorities, but the effect on children is devastating. In many conflict prone countries in the region, birth registration is not mandatory. Thus, children are not only deprived of health, education and other social security they do not legally exist in the absence of their official record as person or citizens. The children and juveniles of war torn zones are more vulnerable to trafficking for forced labor, commercial sex work, and forced conscription. 
In Nepal, numerous children have gone missing since the violent conflict began in 1996. Displaced children have landed in more risk-prone sectors and in exploitative labor in both Nepal and India. Increasing numbers of children and young people are either displaced along with their family or they run away from their hometowns to escape the risks there; their whereabouts are often unknown. Hundreds of children have been 'abducted' or 'kidnapped' by the Maoists to make them part of their mass gatherings or cultural events. Some children are sent back after forced indoctrination and threats. Children taken by Maoists are often found carrying weapons, participating in cultural programs, or working as cooks, sentries, supply purchasers, etc. There are hundreds of cases of minors' arrested on charges of association with the rebels. Some of these children have disappeared. Many have been tortured, kept blindfolded for months, and exposed to verbal abuse. There is a recent case of a 17 year-old boy who committed suicide after going through severe torture by the security forces. He took this step out of fear of receiving another warrant after a brief release. Very recently, hundreds of students in grades 8-9 and their teachers have been taken to indoctrination camps in the far western region (www.cwin-nepal.org/resources/issues/cic). 
Many children, especially from the western regions, have been abducted from school and recruited as front line combatants. The human rights fact-finding mission, organized by the Human Rights Treaty Monitoring Coordination Committee of Nepal, concluded the several children were used during the attack on Beni Bazaar, in the Myagdi district, in March 2004.
The phenomenon of “disappearances”, of both adults and children, has been a long-standing concern in Sri Lanka. In the late 1980s, dozens of children were among tens of thousands of people who “disappeared” or were killed during counter-insurgency operations, against members of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) who attempted to overthrow the government, in the south of the country. Among them were 17 students, aged between 16 and 18, attending local high schools in the Embilipitiya area. Thanks to an unwavering campaign by their parents, in conjunction with local and international organizations, those responsible were finally charged, with abduction with the intent to murder and wrongful confinement, in 1994.  In 1990, soon after fighting between the LTTE and government forces resumed, young children were among large groups of villagers seen being taken away by army personnel in the east of the country. They were never seen again. No less than 68 children were among over 160 villagers from the Saturukondan area in Batticaloa who were taken away by soldiers attached to the Boys Town army camp. Their cases have been investigated by a presidential commission of inquiry which includes testimony of several people who said they “heard gunshots… children crying out in agony and women crying in pain.” Among those giving testimony was a man who had lost 10 members of his family, including his three children (www.amnesty.org).

"Disappearances" have continued to be reported, particularly from Jaffna district, where an estimated 600 people are unaccounted for after they were seen being taken into custody by army personnel in mid-1996. Among them were at least five students. During 1997, four students were among the 37 people who were reported to have “disappeared” in Jaffna district. A 17-year-old student from Jaffna Central College was taken from his home at Nallur, Jaffna at around 2am on 14 July 1996 by soldiers suspected of being attached to the Kailasa Pillayar Kovil army camp.
Several juveniles have “disappeared” in custody in Jammu and Kashmir, India, following a pattern of widespread “disappearances” over many years both there. Fourteen-year-old Nazir Ahmad Gojar was grazing cattle in Gojar Pathi Malagam, Bandipora, in the Baramula district, when army personnel picked him up, along with two others, during a search operation. Their arrest was witnessed by neighbors. One of the co-arrested young men, who was released after five months in detention, later stated that they were beaten in a forest, taken to a nearby army camp and later transferred to another camp. Nazir Ahmad Gojar was not seen again after the three young men were separated (www.amnesty.org).
IV. Innocent Fighters
Children are affected by warfare in many ways, but one of the most alarming trends is their participation as soldiers. Many children are forcibly recruited—seized from the streets, or even from schools or orphanages. Others are driven to join armed groups out of fear, others by poverty.
In Cambodia,  during the country’s civil war, there was widespread use of child soldiers, some as young as eight, by government forces and armed opposition groups. Identification and demobilization of former child soldiers is underway as part of a broader downsizing of armed forces. In China, children under 18 years of age are accepted as voluntary recruits in government armed forces. Minors also appear to have been involved with armed Uyghur nationalist groups. India has numerous minors in government armed forces, as voluntary recruitment is possible from after age 16. There is widespread use of child soldiers, some as young as 11, by armed groups in various regions. There appears to be no involvement of minors in government armed forces in Indonesia. However, militias supporting the government are known to recruit child soldiers. Armed groups in Indonesia’s troubled provinces are said to use child soldiers as young as 12. In Japan, youth cadets are admitted to the Self Defense Force from the age of 16, but they cannot be deployed. The government has taken an interest in the issue of child soldiers and has raised the issue in a number of international fora. (www.childs-oldiers.org)
Status of Optional Protocol to CRC: A Glance

	Signatory
	Date
	Non-Signatory

	Bangladesh
	signed and ratified on 6 Sep 2000
	Bhutan

	Cambodia
	signed on 27 June 2000
	India



	China
	signed on 15 March 2001
	Indonesia



	Nepal
	signed on 8 September 2000
	Japan



	Philippines
	signed on 8 September 2000
	Malaysia

	South Korea
	signed on 6 September 2000
	Myanmar 



	Singapore
	signed on 7 September 2000
	North Korea

	Sri Lanka
	signed on 21/8/00; ratified on 8/9/00
	Pakistan



	Vietnam
	signed on 8 September 2000
	Thailand


Myanmar is estimated to have one of the largest numbers of child soldiers in the world, with up to 50,000 children serving in both government armed forces and armed opposition groups. The ILO has taken measures to address the government’s use of forced labor (www.ilo.org). The activities of God’s Army, a breakaway Karen group led by young twins, focused world attention on the use of child soldiers by ethnic armed groups. Armed groups in the Shan State have declared they will not recruit children below 18 years of age.
In Nepal, children as young as 14 have been recruited, sometimes forcibly, by the underground Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist). Although the rebel group leadership made a commitment not to recruit children in August 2000, children are widely used by the Party. ("Maoists using young people", Weekly Chronicle, 29/3/99, referring to an article published in Himalaya Times in 23/3/99; AI, Nepal Human Rights and Security, ASA 31/01/00) . "I resisted them weeping a lot....When I physically turned to be unfit for handling the gun, they told me to work as a mess boy and guard their shelters.... We stayed there for a long time (in the jungle). .....There were six girls among the group of 15 guerrillas and a boy of my age.....I remembered my mother when I could not get food and sleep" 14 year old Damber abducted from Pame, Surkhet by Maoist guerrillas.(Kathmandu Post, 21/8/00, When Damber Khatri was forced to use a gun...)
There have been reports in Pakistan of minors in government armed forces, as the minimum age for voluntary recruitment is 16. However, there is no evidence of their deployment. There is evidence that children, some under 14, have been recruited by armed groups fighting in neighboring Afghanistan and Jammu and Kashmir. Some armed groups are also known to have children in their ranks. In the Philippines, children have been used as soldiers by armed opposition groups, some as young as 13. There are no reports of minors in government armed forces, although minors have been reported in government-aligned paramilitaries and are admitted to military schools. There is strong legislation protecting children from military recruitment. Due to conflicting information about recruitment age, it is not known whether there are any minors in government armed forces in South Korea (web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ ENGASA310252000? open&of=ENG-364).
The recent visit to Sri Lanka by the UN representative on children in armed conflict, Olara Otunnu, highlighted the issue of child soldiers there. Aid agencies have accused the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) of recruiting child soldiers, and the government claims that they are using them in combat. In May, the Tigers gave Mr. Otunnu an promise not to use children below the age of 18 in combat and not to recruit children under 17 years. The army moved to deny reports that it was planning to recruit young people in schools. (BBC Report-2002)
In the world's deadliest current conflicts, children feature most predominantly into the protracted guerrilla campaign of the LTTE. The group is a leading-edge rebel group fighting for an independent Tamil monoethnic state in northeastern Sri Lanka, which has an estimated force of 14,000 adults and children as rank and file. The LTTE is perhaps the world's first rebel group with recruits drawn from a younger age range. Sri Lanka's Directorate of Military Intelligence estimates that 60 per cent of LTTE fighters are below the age of 18. The LTTE leader, Velupillai Prabhakaran, selected Basheer Kara, an LTTE leader from the deep harbour city of Trincomalee, to establish a training base in the state of Pondichery, in India, for recruits under the age of 16. By early 1984, the nucleus of the LTTE Baby Brigade, or Bakuts, was formed. Throughout, he displayed his loyalty to the LTTE leader, Prabhakaran, and showed a high level of commitment to the LTTE goal. Thereafter, he relocated to the north to lead LTTE special groups in direct battle against the Sri Lankan forces. The LTTE began to seriously recruit women and children to its ranks only after it declared war against the 100,000 strong armed forces. Before that time, the LTTE had trained only one batch of children in Pondichery in 1984 and one batch of women in Sirumalai, Tamil Nadu, in 1985. (Extracts from "childhood-A Continuous Casualty of the Conflict in Sri Lanka" by Rohan Gunaratna published in Jane's Intelligence Review July 1998.) Weekend Express - Saturday, 18 - Sunday 19 July, 1998).
Today the overwhelming number of children in LTTE fighting units has generated concern among many Tamils in Sri Lanka and overseas. Since April 1995, 60 per cent of LTTE personnel killed in combat have been children. Almost all public events involve a parading of LTTE units. School bands play at the funerals of dead fighters and it has established spectacular memorial parks and beautiful gardens with monuments to its martyrs. The great hero families receive special treatment wherever the LTTE are in control. Thus, economically deprived families have not objected to their children joining the group. With a powerful image, the LTTE attracted many youngsters to join the group by screening films depicting Sri Lankan government atrocities. There have been occasions when parents have traveled long distances, braving both Sri Lankan military and LTTE ambushes, in search of their children in the jungle training camps. After 1990, when children were pitched into battle against Sri Lankan forces, the LTTE made training tougher, and the child fighters appeared to be more daring than the adults. 

The first major operation in which the LTTE deployed child combatants came after a suicide bomber, Pork, rammed an explosive-laden lorry into the Mankulam army camp on 22 November 1990. The pre-dawn attack from all flanks was initiated with indigenously produced mortars. The LTTE lost 62 of their number, mostly child combatants. The second major operation involving child fighters occurred on 10 July 1991, when the LTTE attacked the Elephant Pass Military Complex, located on both sides of the causeway linking the northern peninsula to the mainland. The commanders shot their feet and humiliated them. At one point the camp defenses were breached, but the troops within the complex repulsed the LTTE by counter attacking. It lost 550 personnel, most of whom were children.

After the attack on the Elephant Pass Complex, the LTTE analyzed their successes and failures. To gain greater stealth, speed and surprise, the LTTE mixed Black Tigers (psychologically) and physically trained suicide units, with the Baby Brigade. In November 1993, the LTTE launched an amphibious strike, destroying the Poonaryn army/Nagathevanthurai navy base complex. When it assaulted the Killinochchi, Paranthan and Elephant Pass defenses, on 1 February 1998, at least 200 child fighters were killed while assaulting near impregnable defenses behind 10-foot bunkers. The LTTE could sustain a loss of up to 200 personnel, not because the leadership considers child fighters dispensable, but because from every debacle the group learns a lesson and improves. (LTTE Child Combatants by Rohan Gunaratna: Courtesy of  Janes Intelligence Review of July 1998) 

In Thailand there are reports that armed opposition groups in the country recruit teenagers. There are no reports of minors in government armed forces. In Vietnam, there are minors in government armed forces as seventeen-year-old trainees in military schools are considered to be part of the armed forces. The minimum age for voluntary recruitment is not known. 

Child soldiers often start out in support roles. Boys serve as porters or as messengers. Girls may prepare food or attend to the wounded—though they also may be forced to provide sexual services or be 'married off' to other soldiers. However, both boys and girls are soon forced onto the battlefield where their youth and inexperience leave them particularly vulnerable. Often they are unaware of the real dangers they face; they may even forget to take cover. In a number of cases children have been deliberately exposed to horrific scenes to harden them to violence. Some have even been forced to commit atrocities against their own families as a way of severing all ties with their communities.( www.hrw.org/reports/2004/childsoldiers0104/12.htm)
Increasingly, children are singled out for recruitment by both armed forces and armed opposition groups, and are subsequently exploited as combatants. They are indoctrinated with ethnic, nationalistic or religious hatred, and then thrown into the firing line to fight adult wars. The involvement of children in armed forces has devastating effects on their physical and mental health and integrity. There are frequently higher casualty rates among children because of their inexperience, fearlessness and lack of training. Their size and agility means they may be sent on particularly hazardous assignments. Several of the warring factions involved in the region's armed conflicts exploit the vulnerability of children and recruit them as soldiers. Some fight alongside adults, others are recruited into separate units. It appears that those in command believe that child soldiers are less likely to question orders from adults and are more likely to be fearless, as they do not appreciate the dangers they face. (www.hrw.org/reports/2004/childsoldiers0104/12.htm) 

V. Sexual Violence as a Weapon
In Nepal, there are reports on rape of girls by the security forces. While the police or security forces take children into custody they verbally abuse children. There have also been some incidences of sexual abuse of girls within the rebel camps. On one side, they are targeted by the security forces who allege that their activities are supportive of the rebels, and on the other side, they are forced to join the rebels. In 2003, two school girls, who were on their way to take part in a child rights program organised by CWIN in Salyan district, were arrested by the security forces who alleged that they were involved in Maoist activities. On 27 February 1996, after the killing of six people at Pipal VDC, Rukum, the police caught two minors and a young woman, Khal Kumari Khatri Chhetri, aged 14, Tirtha Khatri Chhetri, aged 17, and Deosari Khatri Chhetri, aged 18, and gang-raped them right in front of the dead bodies of their loved ones. Similarly, two Muslims girls were allegedly raped by army personnel in Chisapani Barrack of Dang in 2002 under the pretext that their parents failed to pay the ransom as requested by the army. (CWIN Data File-2003).
"They shot my father right in front of me. He was a shop-keeper. It was nine o'clock at night. They came to our house and told him they had orders to kill him because he allowed me to go to school. The Mujahideen had already stopped me from going to school, but that was not enough. They then came and killed my father. I cannot describe what they did to me after killing my father..." says a 15-year-old girl from Kabul, Afghanistan. Similarly, many young girls have suffered sexual harassment or rape by security forces in Jammu and Kashmir, India. On the night of 22 to 23 April 1997, during a raid of Wavoosa village, near Srinagar, at least four security personnel raped 14-year-old Gulshan, her 15-year-old sister, Kulsuma, and her 16-year-old sister, Rifat. In a neighbouring house, they raped 17-year-old Naza and at least three adult women. Army and civilian authorities made inquiries into the incident but no steps appear to have been taken to bring those responsible to justice. For some army commanders, sexual abuse of children is a source of income. Many children are forcibly taken from their parents and sold into prostitution rings. Afghan refugee families in Pakistan report that there are several criminal rings operating in the North West Frontier Province to supply Afghan children to pedophiles in South Asia and the Gulf region. (www.amnesty.org/ library/Index/ENGASA310252000?open&of=ENG-364 )
VI. Mines Against Minors
Land-mines represent "an insidious and persistent danger" to children affected by conflict. Children are particularly vulnerable to land-mines in a number of ways. If they are too young to read or are illiterate, signs posted to warn them of the presence of mines are useless. Also, children are far more likely to die from their mine injuries than are adults. Of those maimed children who survive, few will receive prostheses that keep up with the continued growth of their stunted limbs. It is estimated that more than 110 million mines have been laid in at least 68 countries, several of them in South Asia. (The Human and Socio-Economic Impact of Landmines: Towards and International Ban, 1995)
The Maoist guerrillas in Nepal are using landmines (often  locally designed and planted) to ambush the ‘enemy’ as an effective means of instant attack, injury and death. Several members of the security force have been injured or killed by these invisible means of offensive attack. Many children in troubled zones have remained exposed to the dangers of such devices. Their natural curiosity leads them to investigate any strange object and, unable to read warning signs, they can easily, yet accidentally, set off land mines. The fatal incident of April 2000, in Dhading district, where 6 children died while playing with a grenade abandoned by the Royal Nepalese Army, is ample evidence of how children can fall victims to their innocence. While an adult may survive a detonation, even the smallest explosion can be lethal for a child. The human and economic devastation caused by land-mines has led to an international campaign for a complete ban on their production, use, trade and stockpiling. (Impact of Armed Conflict on Children and Families: May 2000 by Dr. Gopal Krishna Siwakoti) 
In Afghanistan, 30 percent of the victims of landmines are children. When Picham Ali, a 15-year-old shepherd from Bagram, in Parwan Province, Afghanistan, stepped on a mine in mid-1994, he joined thousands of other children who had suffered a similar fate. His father claimed that the mines had been placed in agricultural land by the then government forces to intimidate local farmers into supplying food for the soldiers based nearby. Picham lost his right leg and right eye in the blast. Landmines continue to kill and maim children like Picham Ali, as well as adults. More than 30 per cent of mine victims are children under 12 years of age. Every day around seven children fall victim to this deadly hazard. Most of them die as their small bodies cannot withstand mine explosions. Many of those who survive the explosion, die because of lack of medical facilities. Others are left blind, deaf or without limbs. In Jaffna, the northern peninsula of Sri Lanka, several children have been among approximately 30 people killed or injured when they stepped on un-cleared mines while returning to their homes in mid-1996. (www.banlandminecampaign.org). 
In Prek Ho Village, Tak Kmau District of Kandal province in Cambodia, a 11 year-old Seatheary's father bought a mine home to try to catch fish with it. But it exploded and killed his father and younger brother. He only lost his leg. He is now in first grade. However, his school is far and, because he has an artificial leg, it hurts him to walk there. He also would like to play, but he can't because of his leg. Someday he  hopes to become a medical worker in order to help children. (The Human and Socio-Economic Impact of Landmines: Towards and International Ban, 1995)
The recent UN Study on the impact of armed conflict on children found that landmines pose a particular threat to children. The natural curiosity of young children, combined with lack of awareness, make them likely to pick up unknown objects including landmines. Mines may also be more difficult to spot for a small child. Mines have been laid in agricultural fields, on roads, in irrigation canals and in residential areas. This often presents a disproportionately greater danger to children who are often carry out tasks such as herding and searching for firewood. Mines are cheap to manufacture, costing only three dollars each, but a thousand dollars to remove. As most affected countries are among the world's poorest, this generates an additional challenge. Landmines, or more specifically anti-personnel mines, are indiscriminate weapons, both because of their inherent characteristics and because of the way they tend to be used. They are planted in large numbers, often by different parties, in shifting combat zones and are sometimes deliberately aimed at civilians. No records are kept of where they have been laid, and they remain active long after a conflict has ended, thus inhibiting reconstruction and development.  (Report by Ms Graça Machel, Expert of the Secretary-General, on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Children, UN doc. A/51/306 of 26 August 1996)
VII. Destitute Without Destination
Conflicts in Asia have produced a large number of displaced people. Massive refugee flows, forced repatriation, decline of liberal asylum practices, and the creation of a virtual non-entrée regime in the Asia region has resulted in a stateless population, of which children are the hardest hit. Women and children usually comprise 80% of the refugee and displaced populations. (Statistics of Refugee Influx and Developing a More Global Regime in South Asia: by Dr. Gopal Krishna Siwakoti)
Within the Siem Reap Plan Program Unit in Cambodia, the neighborhoods are populated by overlapping waves of migrants displaced from other locations by the war. Few children are being raised in the same neighborhood in which their grandparents were raised, few can talk confidently of “my community”. Instead, their identities seem more centered on their immediate family and, where possible, school. The have access to few of the cultural, sporting, social and play activities that organized (albeit poor) communities everywhere offer their young. Many of these children cannot, in practice, expect to live out their lives or even their childhoods within the same location, as their families will move in search of land and opportunities, or the children themselves will leave their families to get work elsewhere. (Report by Senith Siv "Cambodian Children Affected by Conflict": GUIA Paper2004)

The war in Sri Lanka  has lead to the displacement of huge numbers of families throughout the north and east. Many left Jaffna in 1995, because of fears of fighting when the army was advancing, and traveled south to live in the rural area known as the Wanni, which is controlled by the Tamil Tigers. In that area there are reports of shortages of teachers and equipment in schools, and of health services lacking basic supplies. The children suffer a great deal, having lost their elders and their neighbors. It is a story repeated in the refugee camps in the central town of Vavuniya, among the Muslim refugees who were forced to leave Jaffna by the Tigers, and in countless other areas throughout the island. (Healing and Reconciliation for War-Affected Children and Communities: Learning from the Butterfly Garden of Sri Lanka's Eastern Province by Rob Chase MSc MD Assist Professor, Department of Community Health Sciences, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada)
In Nepal, endemic migration from the hill areas has resulted in the predominance of female-headed households and villages where there are no men. Indeed, the breakdown of family and community networks has influenced both women and children’s direct and indirect participation in the conflict. It is widely believed that in response to the insurgency children have been forced to flee to neighboring India as migrant laborers or under conditions of forced labor. Others have been 'internally displaced' within Nepal—usually along with their families. At a crucial and vulnerable time in their lives, these children are brutally uprooted and exposed to danger and insecurity. While migrating children are quite vulnerable to trafficking. While refugees benefit from the specific attention of a number of international organizations, those who are displaced internally receive less protection, despite the fact that they tend to be at greater risk. ("Muglan" and "Pardesh" Reports  on Impact of Armed Conflict on Migration and Human Trafficking- A Case Study of Makawanpur, Bara and Rautahat Districts-HimRights/INHURED International-2004)
One fifth of the population of Bhutan is in exile; 40 percent of which are children, who are languishing in limbo in the absence of repatriation process.  Up to 5% of refugee populations - often more in cases of panic evacuation - are children separated from their families. In Bangladesh, during the chaos of war, many children have been separated from their parents or other caregivers, particularly among Biharis. Similar stories from the Arakan region of Myanmar report that over 200,000 Rohingyas crossed the border to Bangladesh to escape the Nagmin Project. (Migration refugees and Security in 21st Century by VT Patil; and PR Trivedi:2000). The case of Afghanistan is even more precarious, in that it has produced the largest number of refugees in the world over the course of the last 20 years. Regrettably, none of the countries in the South Asia region have ratified the 1951 Refugees Convention, nor have they adopted the 1998 UN Guiding Principles on IDPs. Except for the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Tajikistan, the majority of Asian countries have yet to ratify the 1990 Migration Convention. (Treaty Ratification Status: OHCHR, Geneva)
SECTION II- APPLICATION OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS
I.  Comparative Case Studies
"Two soldiers... threw me in a tub which had no water in it. I got up and ran to my mother at the gate. I held my mum and asked her not to allow them to take me. They snatched me away again. I was put against the wall and one of the soldiers kicked me with his knee in my stomach. I screamed. Then they took me behind their compound. There was a coconut tree. They tied my legs with rope and pulled me upside down. While hanging, I was beaten with netted [twisted] wire about six times. Then they let me down and tied my hands. I was beaten with sticks from the tulip tree."

This shocking testimony was given to Amnesty International by an 11-year-old Tamil boy, Rajah (pseudonym), about one month after he was tortured at a small army camp near his home on the Jaffna peninsula of Sri Lanka. The soldiers suspected his family of providing food to members of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). He still had marks of beatings on his buttocks. The soldiers eventually let him go, warning him not to tell anybody about the incident. His mother did not dare to get medical treatment for his wounds. 

"We were abducted at the middle of the night while we were fast asleep. We were blindfolded for 123 days, hung upside down and electric shocks were applied. They (security forces) penetrated needles under our nails, and beat and kicked us mercilessly. Some of body parts have become completely insensitive."  This story of torture inflicted upon two dalit girls in Makawanpur, as recently unveiled to a HimRights' research team, is even more horrifying. There are countless stories of children abducted, recruited, abused and indoctrinated by rebel groups.

It is predominantly the same categories of children who are victimized in wartime as are drawn into exploitative forms of labor in peacetime. Children are increasingly targeted for abuse, instead of being accidental victims of the carnage. They are killed and tortured because of where they live, or because of the political, religious or ethnic origin of their families. They are singled out for sexual abuse. Untold thousands of children have been disabled, orphaned or separated from their parents during conflicts. Thousands have been left homeless or forced to flee, with or without their families, in search of safety. 

Children are at risk of dying as an indirect result of armed conflict. Disruption of the food supply, health services, water systems and sanitation are just some of the causes of premature and unnecessary deaths, particularly for those under five years of age. Many who have been forced to flee from their homes end up internally displaced or in refugee camps. Instead of finding the safety and support they need and deserve, refugee and displaced children often face danger, starvation and death in the camps. Children’s education is often disrupted during conflicts, as schools are closed or destroyed and teachers forced to flee.

One question, however, calls for particular attention: the protection of children against recruitment and participation in hostilities.  A growing number of children are being induced into combat at an ever younger age, yet they often do not know what is at stake. Armed conflict kills and maims more children than soldiers. Not only does this situation cause children unspeakable suffering and deprivation, including injuries, captivity or death, but many of the innumerable violations of humanitarian law in recent conflicts can also be attributed to it, as children can easily be manipulated and led to commit acts whose seriousness they cannot judge. 

[image: image1]
II.  Children and the Geneva Conventions 
International humanitarian law provides general protection for children as persons taking no part in hostilities, and special protection as persons who are particularly vulnerable. Children taking part in hostilities are also protected.   As members of the civilian population, children benefit from the rules of international humanitarian law relating to the conduct of hostilities. These rules, developed principles for distinguishing between civilians and combatants and forbid attacks directed at the civilian population, are expressed, inasmuch as they refer to international armed conflicts, in Protocol I of 1977.
In non-international armed conflicts, children are protected by the fundamental guarantees relating to the treatment of persons taking no active part in the hostilities, set forth in article 3, common to the four Geneva Conventions.  Under this article, children have at least the right, during such conflicts, to be treated humanely.  There should not be any violence directed at their lives or dignity. Protocol II (1977) also codifies the principles according to which the civilian population, including children, shall not be the object of attack.
III.  Special Protection 
The Fourth Geneva Convention includes many provisions in favor of children.  These provisions demonstrate that the need for children's protection against warfare was already felt more than five decades ago.  Protocol II included similar provisions for non-international armed conflicts. Article 4, entitled "Fundamental guarantees", comprises a paragraph devoted exclusively to children.  It stipulates that: "Children shall be provided with the care and aid they require".  This article then enumerates special measures relating to children, and gives substance to the general rule stated above.  The structure of article 4 shows how important the authors of Protocol II considered the protection of children to be during non-international armed conflicts, and it reaffirms the significance of the principle of special protection of children.

New-born babies are regarded as the "wounded" for the purposes of Protocol I. Children below fifteen years of age and mothers of children under seven fall into the category of civilians. They can be received into hospitals or safety zones, established by the parties to the armed conflict, in accordance with article 41 of the Fourth Geneva Convention.  Likewise, children and maternity cases come into the category of civilian persons who, according to the Fourth Convention, should be evacuated from besieged or encircled areas.  In the case of non-international armed conflicts, Protocol II encourages the temporary evacuation of children, on certain conditions, from conflict areas to safer zones within the country.

IV.  Children as Zones of Peace

Children as 'zones of peace' have become an important part of international diplomacy—regarded as vital areas of humanitarian space in even the darkest conflicts. The notion of "children as zones of peace" demands the warring factions unconditionally refrain from indulging in activities that directly or indirectly aggravate violent conflict in the children's territory and ensure exclusion of children from said adverse environment.  Warring factions must pledge a commitment to spare educational institutions, means of transportation and entertainment facilities related to children from the scourge of violence. This idea should be pursued more vigorously, though the gains from establishing such zones may be fragile and temporary. To prevent continued cycles of conflict, education must seek to promote peace and tolerance, not fuel hatred and suspicion. A much more deliberate effort needs to be made to demobilize both adult and child soldiers and rebuild communities so as to offer not just respite but also reconciliation. An important part of rehabilitation must be to address the psychosocial damage that children suffer during conflicts. 

Governments should train their forces to respect and adhere at all times to principles of human rights and to the relevant provisions of international humanitarian law aimed at the protection and care of children in armed conflicts. Compulsory or voluntary recruitment of anyone under the age of 18 into government armed forces, and induction of people below the age of 18 must be prohibited. Rebel groups and the government must declare child recruitment a crime against humanity and must express their commitment to strict compliance with the Geneva Conventions.  Peace agreements should include the rehabilitation of children and their reintegration into society, as well as other mechanisms for the prevention and redress of human rights abuses against children. For this, the UNHCR Guidelines on Protection and Care of Refugee Children serves as a roadmap for assistance to refugee and displaced children, including protection against recruitment, gender-based violence and sexual exploitation.
(This first section of the write-up was originally prepared for Plan International. Thus, I must credit Ms. Minti P. Pandey, Country Director of Plan Nepal  for her instrumental role in its preparation.)
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Glaring Realities of the Past Decade





General impact: Killed: 2 million; Disabled: 4-5 million; Left homeless: 12 million; Orphaned or separated from family: more than 1 million; Psychologically traumatized: 10 million.


Recruitment: In recent years, in at least 25 countries, thousands of children under age 16 have fought in wars. In 1988 alone, there were as many as 200,000 child combatants. 


Forced migration: One out of every 115 people on earth were uprooted from their homes, either displaced within their countries or refugees across borders.  Women and children usually comprise 80% of the refugee and displaced populations. Up to 5% of refugee populations - often more in cases of panic evacuation - are children separated from their families. 


Trauma: A 1995 UNICEF survey of 3,000 children in Rwanda found that they had been exposed to "unprecedented levels of exposure to traumatic events" during the genocidal massacres in 1994: over 95% of the children witnessed massacres, and over a third had seen the murders of family members; almost all believed they would die; and nearly two thirds were threatened with death. Over 80% were forced to hide to protect themselves, many for up to 8 weeks or longer. 


Landmines: In 64 countries, an estimated 110 million of these hidden killers - 1 for every 20 children around the world - lie in wait for unsuspecting footfalls. Financial costs: $3 to $10 to buy one; $300 to $1000 to remove one; Human costs: 800 deaths a month, mostly innocent civilians, with thousands more maimed for life. 











